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Treasurer’s Report

All things come from you, O Lord, and of your own do we give you (I Chronicles 29:14)

These familiar words echo the prayer of King David just before his son Solomon succeeded
him to the throne and when all the people’s gifts for the construction of the Temple had been
received. David is full of praise to God for his greatness, power and majesty, not least for the
generosity of the tribes of Israel in contributing materials and precious goods towards this
monumental project. Such giving had followed his own commitment in donating enormous
quantities of “personal treasures” (verse 3) for the construction and embellishment of the
building.

So a big “thank you” on behalf of the Parochial Church Council to all who give financially -
and in others ways - to the church. It's good to recognise that all we have is God’s anyway,
and we give out of his bounty and generosity towards us.

The overall picture for our finances in 2016 is that both income and expenditure were down
on the previous year, and that we spent slightly more than we received. However we have
had some major one-off costs, notably refurbishment of the parquet floor, new furniture and
curtains, art installations and repairs to the heating system, so that was to be expected. Our
finances are, nonetheless, in a healthy state.

Here are a few key indicators of what went on in 2016:

Total income of £115k was 17% lower than in 2015 (but that year included a substantial
gift);

Expenses and outgoings of £119k were 9% lower and were met entirely from current
income, leaving a net shortfall of £4k;

The total value of funds increased, due to investment gains;

General Fund income fell short of expenses by £9k, including giving to Mission;

Grants of £25k were made, an 18% decrease on 2015 (which again included a major
grant).

Let’s take a quick look at the General Fund, out of which we pay most of the running costs
of the church, including such things as the Parish Share, heating and lighting bills, telephone
and internet charges, stationery, refreshments, Tanya and Karen's wages and other
expenses. We received income of £88,620, of which £62,587 was from donations and
£13,098 from Gift Aid tax reclaims. The rest came from investment dividends, rentals, fees
and the like.

General Fund outgoings were £77,675 plus Mission giving of £19,700, leaving us with a
shortfall of £8,755 made good by funds from the letting of Church House. As usual, the
largest single item of expenditure was the Parish Share at £47,601 (£4,864 lower than in
2015 now that we are treated as an “urban priority area” parish).



This is paid to the Diocese of Oxford towards the salary and housing costs of ordained stipendiary
ministers on a “pooled” basis. However we benefited from a Deanery Synod rebate of £1,574 for
prompt payment and also a discount of £476 for payment by direct debit (both treated as
income).

Personnel costs came in at £12,231, very slightly up on the previous year, and all other
general costs at £17,843. This was actually £1,094 (6%) lower than 2015, benefitting from a
new sharing agreement with the School for the cost of church heating. There is a more detailed
breakdown of the General Fund income and expenditure on page 15 of the Annual Report.

Giving to our mission partners at home and abroad amounted to £19,700 (£300 higher than in
2015 and representing 22% of 2015 income). Other giving, to a variety of charities continued
through individual donations and surpluses from church lunches. This totalled £4,838, and a
detailed list of what went to whom is included on page 16 of the Annual Report.

All costs relating to our children’s and young people’s ministry (£995 in 2016) continue to be
met from the proceeds of Arthur Clark’s generous legacy. Madge Baker’s legacy of £1,000 was
received and used entirely to purchase new chairs for the refectory.

The capital value of our investments rose by £37,850 during the year, with a year-end valuation
of £380,792. About 46% of our investments comprise permanent endowments, which we cannot
touch. We do, of course, benefit from the ongoing dividend distributions, which totalled £11,218 in
2016, plus £160 of interest. More information about investments is on page 12 of the Annual
Report.

We continue to bank with CAF Bank (no interest on our current account), and have a Charity
Deposit account with Virgin Money (currently earning 0.5% interest gross) and an account with
Community Savings & Loans, which is a Credit Union, in which we have £11,000 on deposit (no
dividends to date).

This is a much abbreviated version of the Annual Accounts, copies of which are available in the
foyer. Please feel free to ask me about any aspect of our finances, not least if you want any help
with giving money to the Church in a regular and (if possible) tax-efficient way. The need for
generous, indeed sacrificial, giving is a challenge to us all, but it all belongs to God anyway! So
do please continue to show that same generosity of spirit as the tribes of Israel did with the
Temple project - in recognition of the surpassing grace that God has given to us in Christ Jesus,
described by the apostle Paul as “God’s incomparable gift” (2 Corinthians 9:15).

Hugh Fisher, Hon Treasurer
hugh.fisher@virgin.net



Community GCurel

Café

Coffee mornings continue to be well attended and after having said
goodbye to some regulars who have moved on, we have welcomed
new parents and carers into our community. Cafe provides a place
for parents and carers to meet chat, connect, laugh and drink coffee
(& teal).

We have hosted a couple of spin off events
including a “Taste of the Carribean Day” in May
and an Thai cooking class in November. Our
Christmas Lunch this year was cooked by Gary
and Vincent and was well attended.

We have hosted a new parents morning and have invested in a couple of

noticeboards to help direct new parents to where we are in response to the

comment that we can be hard to find. Alongside other community events running from the cafe—
English Class, Monday Monsters, Fireside, Spud Club and Thursday communion, we aim to
provide a welcoming environment for parents

and carers to have a relaxing cup of coffee

after the rush of the morning school run and

opportunity to connect with other parents and

carers. Many thanks go to Jose, for her regular

Thursday commitment and to Karen and

Kamala for all their help too.

English Class

Most Monday mornings in term-time we continue to welcome 25-30 women, mostly Nepalis but
with some Pakistanis, Chinese and Ecuadorians for good measure, at the English class that meets
in the café and overspills into the lobby. It continues to be a highly enjoyable experience for the
teachers and we trust that the students feel the same! Certainly there is a lot of laughter and
shared affection along with the joy of seeing some progress in confidence and literacy with the
beginners and some real cultural interchange amongst the more advanced students.

The teachers are Pam Judge and Liz Bailey; Rachel Thake has given invaluable help when she
has been available and we continue to be grateful for the assistance of Mussarat Khan and
Kalsoom Qari. However, we are struggling to cope with the huge ability range within the class
and really do need some extra help. Perhaps you know someone with experience in teaching
ESOL, literacy or a modern foreign language who is free on Monday mornings and might be
willing to get involved? If so, please have a word with Liz. And from everyone, prayers for the
resourcing of the class and for inspiration for the teachers would be most appreciated.

Liz Bailey

b



Fireside

Back in September 2016 some discussions started in the Café about what

this Christianity thing was all about. It became clear that there was a desire

to talk about elements of Christianity, the Bible, and Faith in a way that was
open to anyone who was interested.

To this end, Fireside was born in mid-October 2017.

The title was suggested by one of our members and seemed an excellent
description of a warm, welcoming environment where people could sit, listen
and participate in stories, ideas and discussion.

Fireside is facilitated by Tanya and Gary, and we seek to explore together the
elements of what makes Christianity tick; ‘God’, ‘Jesus’, ‘Trinity’, ‘Humanity’
etc...

Our discussions are open to everyone, and we are keen to encourage

everyone to participate. Our approach is that everyone can have an input
and a thought, that there are no ‘right answers’, and that through our
conversations, and different views, we are enriched and grow together. This
means that we are learning to listen to each other, and understand how we
hold and appreciate various opinions in the same space.

This term we have been looking more specifically at Bible stories, and some
of the shady characters in it. We have told stories, discussed, challenged,
questioned, and listened — and it's been great.

If you are free on a Tuesday morning, have questions about what
Christianity is all about, and fancy asking all those questions you never dared

ask; then Fireside might just be the warm, welcoming space you would appreciate!

Gary & Tanya

Contact Centre Update

This time last year we had 5 contacts on the books and we held steady at that level for 7 months,
we had expected an influx of applications before then, due to a closure of a centre in Newbury.
However, this did not take place until November, when it took off to the extent that we had a
double digit waiting list. By the time this is published, the waiting list should be halved down to 6

referrals.

The 3 volunteers who were new this time last year along with our new Chair — have settled in
well and have been a continued bonus to our diverse band of sisters and brothers bringing new
ideas and keeping me on my toes.

Once again | would like to thank all the team members for their time, effort and ideas.

Many people will be thinking of Iris Fletcher at this time and it is appropriate that we as Contact
Centre, think of her and the hard work and time Iris put in during her time as Co-Ordinator
during the beginning of Contact Centre at this church.

lan Maynard

Co-Ordinator (St John's and St Stephen’s Contact Centre)



Cabaret III March 11th

Well over a hundred people participated in or attended our
third Cabaret night.
It is designed to be an evening of fun in which church
members can enjoy sharing their gifts, talents and friendship
with each other, as well as with past church members and non
-church friends and neighbours from the parish and beyond.
We enjoyed a banquet of spoken word, music and songs,
magic tricks, comedy and dance. Some performers appeared solo or with a partner; there were
two bands and the two choirs enabled nearly 20 singers to take part. Altogether 19 acts
performed 35 items and the Asian items reflected the multicultural, inclusive nature of our
community, as well as adding wonderful colour and vivacity to the varied programme. We were
also able to invite members of, and strengthen our links with, the local Polish community.
A very large number of people, young and not so young, contributed their time, skill and effort
off stage. About a dozen people turned up in the morning to move furniture and transform the
church into a two stage theatre. Quite a number supplied cakes and drinks to Chris & Carol
Meunier who led a team of about a dozen helpers who served refreshments. Les Pullen and
Simon French spent the day setting up the stage, sound, lighting and audio-visual systems and
conducting sound checks. They then did a great job throughout the evening to provide the
necessary microphones and connections to amplify and
light the performers and test accompanying visuals.
Another gratifying sight, which also showed just what
sort of a community we are, was the way so may stayed
and washed up, hoovered, tidied up and returned all the
church furniture to its usual position for the following
morning's
service.
The  evening
was a big success, possibly more than the first two;
quite a number of unfamiliar faces and the audience
really joining in when invited. There was lots of good
feedback, including:
Thrilling to see so many people with all sorts of loose
connections to Newtown enjoying themselves and
entertaining one another. | know that has meant a
huge amount of unseen work.... thank you!
Well done everyone and big thanks. It was a real
community event. Many precious moments.
Amazing, so many good people arrived, a wonderful
atmosphere, a packed house and much laughter. , same
place next year. 1111
Going forward, it needs to be decided whether or not to
continue the Cabaret as an annual event or to protect it
from the law of diminishing returns by alternating it with
something else e.g. a quiz or a barn dance (would this be as
inclusive?) or maybe a dance celebration -a multicultural
Strictly but as a celebration rather than a competition? Answers on a postcard... What do we
think?

Chris Jupp



Carol Singing

For the second year in a row, about 30 or so people.
members of the Church and pupils, parents and
teachers from St John's and New Town schools met to
go carol-singing between 5 and 6 p.m. on December
14th. After fuelling up on biscuits and drinks in the
church foyer we stood under lampposts and sang to
everyone living in Avon Place, Kennet Walk and the
streets around the two schools, ending with a prayer
from Fr. Gary.

There is a limit to the number of people who can be squeezed onto the narrow Newtown
pavements. Next year, Fr Vincent and St John's music co-ordinator Amy Leach hope to include
the two school choirs in something a bit larger, perhaps starting with carols in New Town school
hall, walking to the church and finishing with choir-led carols around the Christmas tree.

Chris Jupp

Friday Night at the Warehouse (Chinese Group)

In addition to

The Friday meeting is still going strong.

Chinese, we also have visitors from other nationalities — Thai,
Vietnamese, Korean, Russian, Greek, Romanian... We have
fun talking about British culture, playing games, and singing
songs, as well as exploring the basics of the Christian faith.
Recently we have had several people share their testimonies,

talks on the Bible and the
Church, and a showing of
the Jesus film. For some it
is the first they have
heard much about Jesus,
though several have relatives who are Christians. One
mature student came to the meeting very homesick and
missing her young son. She had no background in
Christianity but a friend had advised her to look for a church
if she was feeling sad whilst in the UK. Over the few short
months she was in Reading she not only found comfort but a

whole new family and a loving Father who would continue to care for her when she returned

home.

We'd appreciate prayer for the team, that as we plan we'd know which topics we should cover
and that as new people come we'd be able to get to know them (and remember next time we

meet them!).



Lunch Club/Jacket Potato Club

This year has seen the transition of Lunch club into Jacket Potato Club. Ken, who cooked for
lunch club for over 5 years, moved on to other things and in the absence of a chef we took the
decision to temporarily suspend the Lunch club that had been a vital place of connection for
many of the elderly residents in the area. Thankfully, Debbie Lambie & team agreed to move
“Spud club” from their usual Friday slot to a Tuesday lunchtime to fill this gap which, in addition
to including many of the previous Lunch Club attendees, widened the the net to others in the
community. At present Spud Club caters for up to 30 people each week and has even been
known to offer haircuts as part of the service! Spud club runs from 12-2pm on every weekday
Tuesday and if you think Jacket Potatoes are boring, come along and be prepared to to be
amazed!!!



Sunaay Chureh

Be(com)ing a Curate

An awful situation, everyone agreed; overwhelming, and not a job for the faint-hearted. But what
to do?; “call the Curate...”

The blockage in the men’s toilet last week was the point where I discovered something truly
special about my newly adopted role of Deacon in the Church of England. It's not everyday that
you get to ‘serve the community’ in such a ... er ... practical way. But maybe the truth is that
becoming a Curate means giving oneself to the community, in love and service.. and with the
skills and experiences that life has already given.

The months since last July have been a whirlwind of fresh and humbling experiences. | have
encountered people of the church and of the wider community, | have been able to learn and
grow, as I've been given the opportunity to dwell in my new role. Certain aspects really stand
out; being able to use art and design in the worship and communication of the church; to grow
into deeper relationships with the clergy team, and particularly Vincent and Tanya as we have
shared conversations, learned to work together, and quite often wept with laughter.

‘Fireside’ has become an excellent space to bring some of my gifts in to church, and to enable
others to explore theirs. So too the activities with the school, assemblies, lessons, and
storytelling. Service planning, theological study, pastoral visits and ‘occasional offices’, (funerals
etc.), have all been a real privilege to participate in.

It's been a wild ride so far, learning to live in this new identity, and to help my family to engage

with that too.
I want to thank the PCC and the wider Church congregation for this wonderful opportunity to

serve and lead as—together—we face our tasks of love, compassion and plumbing solutions.

Gary

Music Group

We continue to enjoy helping to lead the worship at St John and St Stephens and are grateful for
the help and support of many people. We have a varied approach to music in church, including a
worship band, a classical praise group and other combinations of instruments and voices. The
Christmas carol service is always a highlight as we gather a choir of around 25 enthusiastic and
talented singers. An especial thank you to Stephen who leads church worship on the 3™ and 4™
Sundays of each month. It has been good to share with him the choice of songs each Sunday
and for the carol service, ensuring we have a breadth of musical styles. If anyone out there is
interested in playing or singing please do come and tell us!



Church Lunches

Our communal lunches, which take place on the first Sunday of each month during term-time,
continue to be well-supported and are an important way of expressing and deepening our sense
of being a church family. They also raise quite a considerable amount of money for charity. Many
thanks to all who have brought puddings and helped prepare, serve and wash up, and especial
gratitude to those brave souls who have undertaken the cooking of the main meal — we have had
some really delicious offerings this last year! It might be dangerous to single out any meals in
particular, but who could forget the amazing Harvest lunch that Vince and Gary cooked for us or
the enormous and fantastic chicken curry provided by Pria and friends to celebrate the baptism of
Esther and Gary’s first Sunday with us as curate?

If you would like to offer to be i/c the cooking of a meal in the coming year, please have a word
with Liz Bailey. You can be sure of a rapturous reception!

EcoChurch

On 1 May 2016 many of the congregation were involved in filling out the new EcoChurch survey
before we had our lunch together. The responses were entered on the computer but Jo misread
the feedback data and did not realise for some months that our score was sufficient for a bronze
award (sorry!). Our new award certificate has now arrived and is on display in the entrance hall.
It emerged that the areas we need to work on most to get silver are buildings and lifestyle
(hence the lifestyle audits at the start of Lent). Activities have included: a stall at Reading Green
Fest, letter-writing campaigns about Climate Change, Jo and Christine’s visit to Oxford’s link
diocese of Vaxjo (Europe’s greenest city) and most recently the majority of those at the Big Shift
demo in Reading were people from St John’s.

Church Website

In late 2016 it was decided that the Church website needed a ‘tender rethink’ of its website and
online presence.

Luckily enough, the Curate had a background in graphic design and website development and so
was able to attend to this task, (some late nights ensued).

The website was redesigned to suggest something of the character of the eclectic congregation
and activities through the week. We wanted to reflect, the diversity, the vitality, experimentation
and creativity of this church, whilst also making our sacramental focus clear. The website was
launched in December to much acclaim, (well a few people said they liked it!)

The hope is that it offers a fuller picture of the life and activity of the church; an easier resource
for sermons; conversation; and reflection. It is designed to be fun, but also to show the deep
explorations of creativity and spirituality which are contained across the congregation and wider
community.

As with all things today, Social Media is also a significant factor in public encounter, we have
revamped the look of both the Church and Café Facebook pages, plus Tweets occasionally occur,
(late at night), from Frs Vincent and Gary.
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Children's Church

Children's Praise Plus & Family Communion

It's 3%2 years since it was decided to keep the children, and as
many parents as we could encourage to help, in the hall at the
end of Children's Praise on the last Sunday in the month and
undertake craft activities in the style of Messy Church; and
Children's Praise Plus (hereinafter CP+) was born.

In the first year we studied Festivals and in the second year, The
Parables. In the Communion Service on the following Sunday, the leaders briefly explained the
theme and the children showed the rest of the congregation what they made.

The next year, Fr. Vincent asked that we explore the Communion Service step by step, month by
month, with the children and explain what the words and actions mean. (We did this by
explaining that a service was just like a meeting with a best friend, our very best friend, God.) On
that day, the sermon in the main church would cover the same ground but in more depth so both
children and adults were focussed on the following Family Communion.

This altered the whole planning progress. Now, the Family Communion (FC), its reading, prayers
and songs, was planned first. CP+ was then planned to feed songs, prayers and occasionally
objects, like the new Gospel folder, into it.

Trying to explain the meaning of the elements of the Communion Service to between 20 and 35
children ranging from 3 to 13 years
of age was quite a challenge. The
teaching part took longer and
because we tried to help the
children to make something to take
home and sometimes something
bigger, like the harvest poster, to be
shown in the following FC, the
number of songs sung had to be
reduced from 5 or 6 to 4. We
encouraged some of the older

children to finish their craft quickly so that they could be helped to write intercessions for the FC.

The good thing that has resulted is that about 10 of the older children, some as young as 8, have
now either read the Gospel, written and delivered intercessions or, more recently, have begun to
announce the Peace and give the CP+ feedback in the FC. So, hopefully, the children see the
Communion Service as just as much their service as the adults'. They are affirmed by the more
accessible nature of the written content and 3 or 4 of the 6 songs. They are given opportunities
to show that they are competent to contribute to it. They belong.



The shape, text, pattern and expectations of the FC are now

embedded: the stole; the children, engaged and participating,

sitting at the front with their parents, forming the first

communion circle and singing the second, child-friendly

communion song.

The Communion Service teaching programme was completed in
February. Between March and July this year the FC gospel

readings concern Jesus so we have adopted 'Who Is Jesus?' as

the theme.

Sadly the Harvest CP+ was the last for one of our stalwart leaders: Oodie died just before
Christmas. The children, parents and leaders all loved the way she mucked in, helped to prepare
the craft and worked so gently and patiently with the children and their parents. We remember
her with affection in our prayers and are glad that her husband Spencer is still playing his cajon
for the songs and helping with the activities.

Chris & Sue Jupp, Hamish & Sue Bruce, Spencer Tubb.

Climbers

As a group of 3-6 year olds Climbers has its own meeting every third Sunday. It currently run by
Judy Fisher and Rosemary Croft with lots of help from parents and other church members. The
busiest Sunday we had 18 children — but more usually we are a group of about 10.

Godly Play

Godly Play happens on the second Sunday of every month: Montessori-inspired story telling
followed by free craft (ie we don't tell them what to make/draw). Jo Laynesmith leads this and is
usually helped either by Rosemary Croft of Judy Fisher. We usually have over 20 children aged
from 3 to 15 and three or four parents tend to stay each time. Since September we have been
working our way through the great stories of Genesis — Creation, Fall (including Cain & Abel and
Noah), Abraham and Sarah, Isaac’s family, Jacob, Joseph — interrupting this flow for Christmas
and Easter. We will be continue working through major Old Testament stories after Easter.
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Crofts' home group

Our group has met on most Thursday evenings over the last year...missing out the Lent film
evenings, of course! When everyone comes, which they pretty much do for Christmas supper, we
are quite a big group - Bill and Chris Gothard, Jo and Mark Laynesmith, Margaret Elcock, Diana
Metcalfe, Adam Phelps, Tony and Alison Narracott, Sue Bruce, Julia Wright, Mary and Donald
Chambers. But several of us have busy jobs, so quite often we are 7 or 8 souls, hosted at various
locations. Over the last year we have used the 'Pilgrim' series to consider the Beatitudes; use
John Pritchard's book, 'Living faithfully' (really good short chapters to consider) and the 'Lyfe'
internet-based series produced by the Bible Society. As well as praying together, sometimes using
Compline, and eating together!

The Thake Home Group

meets at 8.30 p.m. on Thursday evenings, either at the Taylors' or the Jupps'. There is a high
level of commitment amongst the 16 of us and
rarely do less than a dozen manage to be present.
We begin with 30 minutes of tea/coffee and catch-
up and like to end with compline if the time taken
in study and discussion allows. Up to the
beginning of Lent, we have been taking it in turns
to lead sessions on Justin Welby's Lent book,
‘Dethroning Mammon: Making Money Save Grace.'
Before that we studied different ways of praying.
We found 28 Different Ways to Pray allowed us to
lead sessions that reflected our different
experiences of and methods of praying. We used Tom Wright's book on Mark’s gospel quite
regularly at the beginning of the year. Other family members joined us for our Summer
Barbecue in the Thakes' garden in July and our 'Christmas' Party, including lovely shared food,
hilarious games, and carols led by Stephen on the piano, was held at Epiphany as usual, to
coincide with stripping the Thakes' Christmas tree. This year, a moment of inspiration from Al
Wilkinson led to group members forming a choir, aptly named 'Epiphany’, to sing three songs in
the Cabaret, including Sue Jupp's version of 'A Policeman's Lot' with which we serenaded and
celebrated our new curate!



Oasis
(Women'’s Fellowship Group)

We continue to meet in the refectory on a Wednesday afternoon to feed our bodies, souls and
spirits. Over the past year we have used: meditations to energise our spirits from “Hope for a
Woman'’s Soul”, mindful colouring of scripture verses, and studies on New Testament meals. As
well as enjoying a weekly feast of mainly homemade soups and artisan bread, we have had fun
whilst sharing life’s ups and downs and praying for each other.

(We were hoping to take a photo of the group to include here, but recently we have found
ourselves Ruth-less!)

Lawrence Home Group report

Our home group normally meets on Thursday evenings though we meet on Wednesdays during
Lent so that we do not clash with the films shown in church. 13 of us manage to fit round the
table for a meal and then we move into the front room for our study.

Although | host the group, other members lead the bible study. We are grateful to everyone who
helps to lead, but especially to Chris Meunier and Hugh Fisher who shoulder the bulk of the
responsibility.

During the last year, we have used two books. In February 2016 we started ‘Living Faithfully’ by
John Pritchard, former Bishop of Oxford. We continued with this book over the summer and
early autumn. We then moved on to ‘Reading the Ten Commandments Anew by Brother John of
Taize. We finished this just in time to start Archbishop Justin Welby’s 2017 Lent Book,
Dethroning Mammon.

The group has been together for many years and several of us are beginning to ‘feel our age’.
We are grateful for the help and support that we get from one another but especially for the
extensive help given more able individuals within the group.

Judith Lawrence.



Wlinistry to toe World

Traidcraft — Fighting Poverty Through Trade

This last year orders have amounted to £4200. Please continue to support our stall!

Mission Group

Graeme Buick, Heather Curnow, Rachel Thake, Margaret Elcock and Rosemary Croft meet several
times a year seeing our main responsibility as the *Church Giving Advisory Group.” We would love
to tell you more about any of the projects we give to, and why we give to them — Christian Aid,
Church Mission Society, Communicare, LAMB in Bangladesh, Nepal (INF), RE-Inspired, Reading
Refugee Support group, CIRDIC (Churches in reading Drop in Centre), Readifood and St Johns
school projects.

We are proud to be part of such an outward looking church and to be involved with these
projects. And we know that members are involved in many more projects than these!
Please see the new pages on our website

http://stjohnandstephen.co.uk/working-community-in-partnership/
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